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SUBJECT: MEDIA PLAY ON NEGOTIATORS' VISITS TO VENEZUELA AND 
COLOMBIA 
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1 . COVERAGE OF US NEGOTIATORS TRIP TO CARACAS AND BOGOTA 
DRIBBLED OFF TO NOTHING OVER THE WEEKEND, AND THE VISITS HAVE 
EVOKED NO FURTHER SUBSTANTIAL COMMENT. WEEKEND PRESS CARRIED, 
BUT DID NOT FEATURE, ONLY A FEW AP, UPI AND EFE WIRE SERVICE 
ITEMS. 

2. IN A WIRE SERVICE INTERVIEW IN CARACAS, TREATY 
NEGOTIATORS DIOGENES DE LA ROSA (FBIS/PANAMA PA 272026Y), 

SAID THAT THE US NEGOTIATORS’ TRIP WAS "NORMAL" AND THAT IT WAS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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"ADVISABLE" THAT THE US MAKE ITS POINTS OF VIEW KNOWN TO LATIN 
GOVERNMENTS SUPPORTING PANAMA. 

3. COMMENT: AS REPORTED REFTEL, THE TRIP DREW SOME SNIDE 
COMMENTS IN THE GOP-GUIDED ERSA PRESS LAST WEEK. BUT WHATEVER 
THE GOP MAY THINK ABOUT THE TRIP, IT EVIDENTLY IS NOT TRYING 

TO MAKE ITS OWN PUBLIC HERE CARE MUCH ABOUT IT. 
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